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! under the Are alsg attacked th

. PaTt with the mikity Pavapg.

wyl&g_i; ths Olode heg nis crown oen
raturned later on a

b9
Tisgated, The Peopla
<R w

rromlise of assistance from the fwi I
of Ado should they be attaczksd ax

Sein. They agreed end g
thus regardeqd ths Ewi es their overlord. Cgarals naver
'%L%—Q_E_.';_ﬂ_—_v— e

— et

T relurned to Ods but died in Irun, & naighbouring town :
in the Qwg Divisign, _ : oy
35. Apparently this

838istance was not rorthcomlng
later beoause the eighth o

lods by neme Aboribioks was
en the approagh of the viotorigug
: IXorin way saptain named A14, Not._ long .after the Iba.&anl
: e town but on this oooasion
i ally es a3 his own
toms were drivén easiwards by the AT® a8 fapr as ‘ ;
Lgahigidi (Imess1), ‘ ‘
36 "The present Olods, Ifashusi (op
mst hava been appointsd about, 1890, Hig ¢

forosd to leavs the towmm

- the Bei hea Rno chancs to aiq h

Dekaiyesimi)
own ‘t.ook no
The firat._ IBiordsd European .

visit to Ods 15 MaJor Resve :iskor's on mgust 20th,

1900, afier the formati

87793% that the Olode then olaimeq” ,
TT c6 bofors there ape no =
Divisionel office from 1902

apparently he denied that, he was subjeot to

Tecords in the Frovinelal op
to 1913 but

© Bot aliowed _tg__x;ut_a__gp_ to his 4o

‘9asss fTom Qds being down for hearing

2T until 1945 or aarly : Ry
in 1916 and even then he” st111 persistad
end his people continued Lo iznore the A

$ince 1917 he

in his pefusay ’

do Native Gourt, .-

has 1ived peassably with the Bt bug pya’ o

beople ars not ardent, SUpporters of the Nat.iva Court ir Ei"- .
the 1932 figures can be .taksan as an exampie -'.only 13

(10 criminal, 1 oy, a

adultery, 2 oivilj, ' AR !
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have a.ck_mwledged the Ewi in e PaSt Dut they deolare

e ——— .

that they are Bot Ados, They sgy how- ver that, t.hey are :
614 2221y related to the Izessis, ths sgnly clan menticnﬂ“ o
itzah bl B =i I

—_— 2 B O SR r
b

1:1 i1 ths next fey Peragraphs, ang ths int.s rmerriage &
=< 23¥ Parag

—__-_‘-‘. —— -——-—-... S ——y
batwssn them is rraq.zept-.
‘—-—-__— M___L_

(o) LASHIGIDI (unr I6ES51) (THe CNIMESSI; (0SGLaTIoN 459’\,-'
8. The heaa chief of this villege, who is titleg
the Onimessi, glaims to be the heag of the Imessi clean,
The villiage itself consists .enly of ssven families of
which ane migrated from Ado, ons oansiats of aborigin&.a
aad two come fronp villages in the U%g Division,
Lashigidi fe 23 miles east south gast of ido towm,
39. The Onimessi 88y8 that the Tollowing \;illagas
used to ba und::i- his control:— ‘

'fillaga. ' District. ’ Division, S,

1. Egbe Adoe h Exits

2. Isin ralkunds Iugle | Ekiti

3+ Rdda Ixgle ' Exiti

4. Ileshe - CIkele Exitd

Ds Ufe : Ixgle ko E -Eb;_tti

b Ura Ikqle ; f:kiti

T Irun ‘ ©, Ogbagi R vy
" 40, Particulers or this elaim have bR Forwapdug . "%

Yo Mr. JuH, Beeley, Assistant District Offiser, why is

eomplling Int:elil g%008 Reports in t.hs Ogbagl Distriat -
in which Irun ta a4 mresent sit.uawd.

41, Th& Onlmssﬂi deolarss Lhat. hz.s pecpls are
Ei{ltis and driginated frop Ile-Ifg and. that they toogk
& northern route yia Igbejo near Ikirun, Ijcro, Q¥s ecnd
Ik9ls end whan the founder or the town by naxe OJugbaye
Tresshed

ta(



LY Bl
veached the present sits he alscoversd some peeple thers
callsd Aldagemq. U jugbaye Erought thres familiss with him

nermed Qshq, tkiti and Udgshore,

42. Tne sscond Cnimessi, Agslqleciun, is alleged

: f toc bs ths father of the foundsrs o

5]
P

sVne large villege

of Irun and Isin Pakunds.

TP AR e
iy k]

{ 43, When the seventn Unlnessi, Gtutudblosun, died
there was & disgute conserning the successor to ths titls
83 a result of which the unsuccessful cendidate who was
Otutublosun's sldsst son lﬂ'-u ihe town and went to live
at Ibokun north of Ileshe, Eie was given land at Ipole
by the Qwa of llesha from widch lhe present town of
Okenesei-Oke 18 foundad. The Onimessi therafore considers

- himaelf senior to tha Qlgde of Okemessi, wno lives in the

;‘5 ,.'\ . north western part af the Ekiti Division, is a crownad

;‘3 : haad and regognised &5 ons of the sixteen District Heads. :

E{} 7 ;g ﬁ Cu.rious.l,r enough the Ado town dhiefs informed me on :

;‘i; g ;é & - August 23th that the Opimessi held a bilgger title ,t.he.n

. ; the Qloda of Ukemessi, X )
d é 44, It 1s the Onimessi's contention that his clan 1-‘

el s

.7 hs.s besn preolically obliterated by war and that ths in
' 4 " Onimessi b;.r nams A=glujs was killed whon all Eklbi fought -
against him Many yesrs le.tf:r the V]th Onimeesi, Qwajgba,
‘was driven from his villa.ge by Ali the Ilorin Captain
e.nd he diad et Ods, Ali cooupled Imessi for 5 o2 6 days,
During the time of the 18th Onimessi, Osoda Okodsrg, v e
~ (airoa 1857) the Imessi assisted the sub-tumn oalled ‘
Aghahg against the town of Isg, whare ths Arinlals, anclher ;-
' Distriot Head, lives, The Iezgs procured assistance from )
the Ade (Bents) and Ibadans under Aygrinds who reidsd £
.. Lashigldf. Ths 19tk Caimessi, Ogbskunsin, was ruling when - ..
" ths Ibaden %ar hsd & marked effect gn ths rortun¢§ of ithe

Imessis. ihsn the Ver Ceptein, Alstosisu, the Are, invadsd
the Lwi's territory he caused most of the Ade sub~tomns’, i

tc.h._ . .

2 fra{r-

& ok :
.&;:fef&»iwqm :
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Lo retire and the Ewi took up a Dosition just to the east
of the Csse River ¢

and a few minutes west of Inessi village
(N,B.

the old walls cen be seen now). The Imessi villages

retreated for safely L6 & place gaileg Igbo—Ewu near Urg

in the gwg Divisien, ¥hersupon the
baok towards the QOsze River,

24050 olan drovs them

In the zewnsqile the Ados

manoged to ohack the Ibedan edvanes end aeftep returning

Lo their towmns and Villeges which had beep reided by the

4re left a certain number of their people in Imessj

Village under a man called aduloju¥ 1t is sald that this

the Ado family called Oks—0ds
1lives in Imcssi villege to—dsy and also that the nume of
the village was ohanged by the Ados from Imsssi to
Lashigidi whioh. .48 supposed to be a term of derision.x
The Imessis sent no contingent
Ieirijs,

agoounte roi'.the faot that

to tho Ekiti Parapg at

¥
",

45, MojJor Reove Tugker viuitud ths placa on August
20%-11 1900, during the time or the 20th Oniwassi, Adcgitre

(1876 7 to 19C9) and he desoribed Ocde, Leshigidi and &

a3 Ado villagss. In June 1902 whan Captain WsGe Ambrose

-and Ceptain Larrymors wers endeavouring to fix t.ho posit.ionT
. of the boundary betwsen ths Lagos Governuent and Northern
Nigeris thors was oonsidersble disgussion about the
poa:.t.icn- of Lashigidi and Egbe as well a3 the other Ekiti
'fil.tnges L the east and now in.the meo &nd Ogbagl
Diat.riots of the Qwqg Divisicen, Captaln Aubrose objeoted
st.row Yo the portioning of ths Ekity beople betwsen

t.na Governments and both officers olaimed Lasnigidi, F

~

Event,uall:g ths Onimsasj was plmed undar the Lsgoa

A

. ——

Gavern.:nant. as tm did not- wlﬂh to be cut off frog the

res?. of Liﬂibi although by dning 80 he aa.yﬂ ‘he w53 obli‘,ﬁd
e ——— e
Tk ta give up a stafrf rxeuanted to him h.v thy Reaidcnt- at

L

Lokojfa, The River

‘»?1

S \r._=*)—*.-.

;’;
Oylmg wus mads t.he bou.ndary between -
Leshlgidi wnd Irun as it i to-day botween, the Exiti and

s

it Lt

o o s o R 4 o 9

-
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Qwq Divisions.
U84 46, hen the present ang 21st Orimessi, Cla Ibiygms,
succeeded in 1909 he eola” *.ed that he was & Independent of
the Ewl of zdo. He wmas tk;e.: efore deport.ed in Novembsr,

!

[

ey |

1910, to Qyg 2nd so::.s oi' his chiefa were &180 recomuiended 1;
iizey., Sacto S M _

— Em—
——

e —— Fi

for ‘Lm s ame _puuishmar:t. ""}e Gni:m.ssi %as sent besk tg i

)
X

e . Ado to*m in 1916 ard was d.,t_a_aed u.;&‘l“& _Six months bt 55
| ‘T

A e

- :IY!‘.? o

althougl he ramsed kersiatﬁqﬂy to B..,..ncw.ge..gn t.ne mﬁ.
e

— e
he wus ullowed to return bcxe and sinee that time he bas ‘i
e e ————————

—

lived quiat.ly althaubh ﬁmta.nina his oleim that he is

—e T T

R

L
T e———

an independ;ent district hez.d In 1932 ths Lashigidir i ’C.‘J

vi.lla.gers brought four ceses o the Ado Native Court,,
4]. There 18 one notshle differsnce between the

ohisftainship of. Cde + Leshigidi and Egbe and the ather

Ao sub—toma. ‘In Appendjx C 1t will be notiocsed that their

_ Flnoipal men are known as:the IWAREFA MEFA (81x Iwarers
Chiefl)u

Thia term is not used s.rmshe;'e else in tha Adob
nistrict..

48. My impressiocn is that the psople of Lashigidg
8nd Egbe a9 not Ade but In messis &3 they olaim ta be and
t.ha.t. they are ussacinted m =ore elessly with Ods t.han any
clher _pl:u:c &t present undsr the Ewi, with t.he perm_isaicn

of the District Officer, Qwg Division, I 1ntemriawed. gome . »
Irun chiefs on fugust 22nd. They seid that they wers
Imessi psopls but would not admit that their village
head, the Onirun, was under the Onimeszi. The Onimessy’s .
Vatatement about Isin Paiumds, kdde, Llasha, Ufe end Uro |
osn te supperted or otherwise whan the Intrenigsnae Report _"

on Ikgle is undertaken, If br. Beeley oan sonfirm that 3

Irun i3 an Imessi village 1t would appear advisable 3
either to transfer Leshigidl and Egbe to the qu Divisten . i. . g
muking ths Osze River the Inter-divisgienal boundary or ) Vit |
trensfar ell.the Ekitis now in the Qwg Division to the

Ekiti Division and l"e--group them in aooordmce with thair
ola.n aystem. ’
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178. In coficlusion I am of opinion that the only chan{ges
necessary will be those gufficient to educate the chiefs from
¢ Ewl dowowards in their regponsibilities and dutieg towards

their people. Thare is no necessity to ssarch for the ancient

organisationsg or to regurred soma forgotten ingtitutian, Ths

c:ounclls ara here waitlng to be reaznimateq and recognised,

There ig no- need to reveri to primitive foms of Judieial
pracedure. but msrely to a.f.’ford morg facilitles for the people
to &n,joy the ‘benarita which are affordsd by the Native Ccurt
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